
Trust in Education 
In the beginning it became necessary to create a name for the organization. The 
acronym TIE came first. The goal was and continues to be serving as a link (tie) 
between Afghan families and people in the United States who care about 
them. What we are able to accomplish depends entirely on the support we 
receive. Fortunately, support has grown over time, as has our ability to provide. 
We place our trust in education. It’s the solution to almost everything. Educated 
women are less dependent upon men and educated men are much more likely to 
support equal rights for women. Moreover, the educated have more opportunities 
and choices in life.  

TIE supporters have provided funding to build two schools (one for girls), bridges, dams, soccer fields, 
playground equipment, irrigation systems, wells and libraries. 22,000  fruit tree saplings were distributed 
to 300 farmers in 2006 that are producing commercial quantities of fruit today.  

Afghans know that education is the key to ending cyclical poverty. We support their efforts by funding 
teachers, books, school supplies, and places to learn.  

We opened and support eight computer libraries utilized by over 
530 children a day, seventy percent of whom are girls. They are 
able to learn at their own pace and on their own time.  

English classes are taught in all libraries. It’s the “money 
language”. Those who speak English have more employment 
opportunities and make more money. Thanks to Gerard van Steyn, 
one thousand Khan Academy math videos were translated into 
Dari and are available online and in our library computers. 

Suzanne Rogge has turned our most effective program into an 
unqualified success; the Sponsorship of Street Children. Basir and 
Qudsia, our program directors, locate children working on the 
streets of Kabul worthy of sponsorship. They nor their parents 
want them to work on the streets. But, their families need the 
income they generate. The total cost to free a child from the streets 
is $660 a year, paid to them at the rate of $50 per month with $60 
applied to administrative costs. Parents of sponsored children 
must agree that their child will no longer work on the streets. 
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Sponsored to date: 147  (F-91, M-56) 

Total sponsored now: 75  (F-54, M-21) 

College graduates:  17  (F-8, M-9) 

In college now: 15 (F-12, M-3) 

High school graduates: 55  (F-33, M-21) 

High school graduates who went on to 
college:  32  (58%) 

Students who finished high school or 
are still in school: 115 (78%)     

Of the 32 who did not finish HS 19 
moved away (approx 60%)

Sponsorship Education Program

a grass roots non-profit organization  
providing aid to Afghan families since 2003 
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Covid-19 Compliant Packing Party  
The Denton program allows humanitarian aid to be shipped to Afghanistan 
for free. This year donations were dropped off at my house and seven small 
COVID -19 compliant packing parties were held to pack them into boxes. 
This was our 12th year and largest yet. 825 boxes were shipped, compared to 
674 last year!  Following delivery to Kabul donations are distributed to 
families living in refugee camps. For the 5th year in a row red licorice was 
donated by the American Licorice Company, enough for 1,372 children. 

Lapis Jewelry – A story in itself  
For the past few years we have been selling Afghan lapis jewelry, all 

purchased from stores owned by men.  In 2019, Suzanne, found 
Massouda, a young woman making jewelry in Kabul. We buy 

her jewelry directly from her. She supports her large family, 
including parents and many siblings, through her jewelry 
business. We are very pleased to be supporting a woman 

entrepreneur directly. That had proven impossible to do for 
years. The jewelry is available online via our Etsy store and 

our website. 

Afghan Saffron

Afghan "red gold" (Saffron) 
certified by the Taste and 
Quality Institute in 
Brussels as one of the 
world's best saffron is now 
supporting our programs. 
Now sold online on our 
website and via Etsy. 

Why Afghanistan? 
 
   Over the years I’ve often been asked, “Why 
Afghanistan”? A few are forward enough to also say 
“We have problems here”. The shortest answer is, we 
can do both. One does not preclude the other.    
A somewhat longer response is, “here” is not a place. 
Here is where we define it. For some, “here” means 
family and close friends. Others include their local 
community.  
   My “here” now includes the world, having seen what 
I’ve seen during my twenty visits to Afghanistan. I 
understood early on that the difference between 
“them” and me is where I was born.  If you were to 
visit Afghanistan, your “here” would also include 
families  surviving in the sixteenth poorest country in 
the world. Of this, I’m certain. 
   Finally there is a historical moral imperative for 
helping Afghan families.  In 1979 the United States 
began financing the mujahedeen (“freedom fighters”) 
in Pakistan to wage war inside Afghanistan.  Very few 
know that the support began before the Russians 
invaded. The purpose in providing support to the 
mujahedeen was, according to Zbigniew Brezezinski, 
national security advisor to President Carter, to draw 
the Russians in “so Russia could get its Viet Nam”.   

   In 1989, the Russians were driven out of Afghanistan 
and the Berlin wall came down shortly thereafter. The 
Soviet Union “disintegrated and dissolved into fifteen 
separate countries”. Three years later in 1992 we 
discontinued all humanitarian aid. “Mission 
accomplished”. During the decade of war following the 
Soviet invasion, Afghanistan lost an estimated 1.8 
million killed, 1.5 million disabled (among whom were 
more than 300,000 children), and there were 7.5 
million refugees. More than 14,000 villages also were 
destroyed. 
   The warlords we had armed to bring down the Soviet 
Union fought for control of the country. In 1996 the 
Taliban gained control. Following 9-11 in 2001 we 
invaded Afghanistan to “get Bin Laden”. Forty-one 
years after Russia’s invasion fighting continues and we 
are reducing our military commitment to 2500 
soldiers. Will we again withdraw humanitarian aid? 
A Taliban captive reportedly said “Americans have the 
watches but we have the time”.  
   Next year will, as it has for the past 17, be more 
challenging and demanding than the year before.  
Notwithstanding the Taliban captive’s assessment of 
American resolve, Trust in Education and its 
supporters will continue to find and make the time. 
    Join us in not abandoning them again. 

 Budd MacKenzie, Founder 
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