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ERIN AND FORD ANDREWS, OWNERS OF SIDEBOARD LAFAYETTE 

2026 LAFAYETTE BUSINESS PERSONS OF THE YEAR 

 
Downtown Lafayette, CA, January 8, 2026 – Sideboard Lafayette, a charming neighborhood kitchen 
and coffee bar located in the heart of downtown Lafayette, is owned and operated by Erin and Ford 
Andrews. They have been chosen by the Lafayette Chamber of Commerce Selection Committee as 
the 2026 Lafayette Business Persons of the Year. 

The Lafayette Chamber was very fortunate to have several qualified candidate nominations for the 
2026 Business Person of the Year. The selection committee chose Erin and Ford Andrews for their 
commitment to our local community, and continued support of local schools and nonprofit 
organizations. Their enthusiastic collaboration and flexibility with the many community events that 
impact the street and parking directly in front of their restaurant is also deeply appreciated. 

 
In Sideboard’s twelfth year of successful operation, they have created a favorite local gathering 
place, embraced for its casual style, attention to detail, and crowd-pleasing menu items.  
 
Sideboard Lafayette is adjacent to Lafayette Plaza, 3535 Plaza Way, Lafayette, CA. Fun facts about 
Erin and Ford and Sideboard Lafayette include: 

 Erin and Ford have worked in hospitality since they were 14 years old. 
 Sideboard is named after their grandmother’s well-loved piece of furniture that stored 

everything the family needed to set the table for her lovingly prepared homemade meals. 
 Since moving to Lafayette in 1988, their fondest memories include raising their children in 

their neighborhood. “Neighborhood” is part of the restaurant’s name to honor “Our village 
within a village where we live and or work. The safe haven where the social network and 



community can realize common values.” 
 Sideboard Lafayette opened in 2014 and was warmly embraced by the community. It has 

quickly become a meeting spot for family and friends to enjoy hand-crafted beverages and 
talk about how to save the world. 

 Sideboard joined the Lafayette Chamber in March of 2016. 
 They are active supporters of many local nonprofit organizations, including: Lafayette 

Partners in Education (LPIE), Lamorinda Sunrise Rotary, The Park Theater Trust, Town Hall 
Theatre, Lafayette Library and Learning Center, Acalanes Parents Club, Acalanes Boosters, 
Sustainable Contra Costa, Assistance League, and more. 

 Their guiding business values are Integrity, Respect, Organization, and Communication (IROC) 
 Their rustic comfort food is prepared from scratch with local, natural, organic, and 

sustainable ingredients sourced from farmers, ranchers, and purveyors who share their 
passion and vision. Popular items on the menu include freshly baked pastries, fried chicken, 
cheeseburgers, and fries. 

 Sideboard has a Secret Menu (look for it on the website at https://www.sideboard.co!) 
 
A dinner will be held at the Lafayette Park Hotel & Spa on Thursday, January 29, 2026. The evening 
also includes the introduction of the 2026 Lafayette Chamber Board of Directors. More information 
and dinner registration link can be found at https://lafayettechamber.org/bpoy. 

Criteria for the Lafayette Business Person of the Year includes: 
 Member of the Lafayette Chamber of Commerce for at least the past two years. 
 Actively involved with a successful business, community organization, or nonprofit. 
 Demonstrates sustained involvement with the Chamber or other community-based 

organizations. 
 Supports the Chamber’s mission to promote a healthy business climate and enhance Lafayette’s 

quality of life. 
 Contributes time, money, or energy to make Lafayette a vibrant community where people live, 

work, and shop. 
 Exemplifies excellence in leadership, innovation, and mentorship. 
 Actively fosters collaboration within the business and community sectors. 
 Demonstrates a commitment to environmental or social responsibility. 
 Shows resilience and adaptability in navigating challenges, contributing to the community’s 

continued success. 

 
Former BPOY award recipients include Ed Stokes, Paul Barendregt, Dan Kelly, Barb Sorken, Dave Hill, 
Don Jenkins, Cynthia Murdough, Paul Bettelheim, Bob Ewen, Sereta Churchill, Ann Denny, Caesar 
Perales, Dennis Garrison, Scott Hampton & Wendy Tamis, Steve Cortese, Mike Heller, Mo Levich, Larry 
Blodgett, Tom Courtright, Larry Duson, Jay Lifson, Colleen McCormick, Brian Aiello, Leila Douglah, Andy 
and Wendy Scheck, Brenda Oum, Dana Green, Terry Ring, Jennifer Perlmutter, John McCormick, Tom 
Stack,  Hollie Lucas-Alcalay, and Nick Bozych. 

 
CONTACT INFORMATION: 



Holly Sonne, Director of Operations, Lafayette Chamber of Commerce  
251 Lafayette Circle, Ste 150, Lafayette, CA 94549 
www.lafayettechamber.org 
925.284.7404 

Photos provided upon request. 

ABOUT THE LAFAYETTE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 

The Lafayette Chamber is a volunteer-based organization serving the interests of the business 
community with an ongoing commitment to the City of Lafayette. In 1947 a group of concerned 
businesspersons launched the Lafayette Chamber of Commerce. The stated mission of the 
organization was: “To promote and maintain a healthy business climate and to preserve and enhance 
the quality of life in Lafayette.” 

Over 75 years later, the Lafayette Chamber has grown to include a membership of more than 800 
businesses, professionals and "Friends of the Chamber" in Lafayette and neighboring areas. It remains 
the principal advocate for the business community, working to promote businesses in the City of 
Lafayette and encouraging new enterprises to locate here. 

All aspects that make up a community are important: schools, residents, churches and synagogues, 
community organizations, activities, and the city government. Chamber members work with 
representatives of all these groups for the betterment of the community. Annual Chamber events 
include the Taste of Lafayette, Rock the Plaza Concert Series, Lafayette Art & Wine Festival, Lafayette 
Res Run for Education, Trick or Treat Street, and It's a Wonderful Life in Lafayette Holiday 
Celebration. Proceeds from Chamber events are shared with selected nonprofit organizations in the 
community. Learn more at https://lafayettechamber.org. 

A special thank you goes out to Lafayette Chamber’s Premier Members: Cobain Orthodontics, Diablo 
Foods, Douglah Designs, Dudum Real Estate, Lewis Asset Management, Mechanics Bank, Oakwood 
Athletic Club, Pacific Veterinary Emergency and Specialty Hospital, and ParkSmart, Inc. 


