
 

 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: February 13, 2026 

Lafayette Announces 2026 Citizen of the Year: Carol Singer 

The Lafayette Chamber of Commerce is proud to announce Carol Singer as the 2026 Lafayette Citizen 
of the Year, honoring her extraordinary four decades of service, leadership, and unwavering dedication to 
the community she has helped shape in profound and lasting ways. 

A Lafayette resident for more than 50 years, Carol has long been known as one of the city’s “quiet” but 
deeply influential volunteers—someone whose steady, thoughtful, and research-driven approach has 
guided major civic initiatives and strengthened community life. As one nominator wrote, “Carol has been 
one of the ‘quiet’ volunteers that has amassed an impressive list of activities important to the City’s 
development and livability.” 

A Legacy of Leadership and Impact 

This year marks Carol’s 40th year of service on the Parks, Trails and Recreation Commission, where 
she has served tirelessly since 1986, including multiple terms as chair. Her leadership has shaped 
countless projects—from the Community Park to the Jennifer Russell Building, the Community Center 
Play Area, and most recently the new Hamlin Nature Park. “She has served on so many ad hoc 
committees for park, trail and recreation projects that it would be impossible to list them all.” 

Carol is also the only Lafayette resident to have served on all of these major planning committees that 
guide the city’s long-term development: 

• General Plan Advisory Committee (2002 General Plan and Current Year) 

• Downtown Specific Plan Committee (2012) 

This unique breadth of service represents an extraordinary civic contribution.  

A Champion of Civic Engagement 

Beyond planning and parks, Carol has been a driving force in community organizations for decades: 

• Vice President, Lafayette Homeowners Association, where she has helped organize 
Candidates Nights and keep residents informed on city issues. 

• Active member of the Friends of the Lafayette Library. 

• Contributor to the Age-Friendly Action Plan, attending every workshop during its development. 



• Local expert on campaign finance, supporting candidates and causes since 1978. 

Her peers consistently describe her as principled, collaborative, and deeply respectful. One community 
member noted that Carol is “the most agreeable disagree-er he has ever encountered,” embodying 
Lafayette’s ideal of civility in public discourse. 

A Humble Force for Good 

Carol’s impact is not only defined by what she has accomplished, but how she has done it. She is known 
for her level-headedness, her ability to keep people informed and engaged, and her commitment to 
finding the best outcomes for all. As one nominator shared, “She studies and researches the issues and 
works with those involved to understand their ideas and to help educate them.” 

A Well-Deserved Honor 

Carol’s long-term commitment, her unmatched contributions to Lafayette’s planning and recreation 
landscape, and her exemplary civic leadership make her an extraordinary and deeply deserving recipient 
of the 2026 Citizen of the Year award. As one nominator put it simply: “Her recognition as Citizen of the 
Year is long overdue.” 

The Chamber and City look forward to celebrating Carol and her remarkable legacy at the annual Citizen 
of the Year dinner March 19, Tuesday, at 6pm at the Lafayette Park Hotel. Please register for the event at 
www.lafayettechamber.org/COY to celebrate Carol’s legacy of service and leadership. 

The Road to Lafayette 

Carol grew up in New Jersey. She moved to California to attend UC Berkeley, where she earned an 
economics degree. After a career in San Francisco, she married and moved to Lafayette. Her passion was 
backpacking in the Sierras every summer with her women’s hiking group. A unique accomplishment, 
especially for the time, she backpacked with them through all the Sierra passes, the Alps, and the 
Dolomites in northeastern Italy. 

__ 

About the Lafayette Citizen of the Year 

The Lafayette Citizen of the Year program and dinner is presented by the Lafayette Chamber. The 2026 
nomination deadline was Friday, February 6 at 12noon. In total, 28 nominations were submitted for seven highly 
notable community contributors. Criteria for section is listed online at https://lafayettechamber.org/coy.  

Previous recipients include: W.B. Ellis, Ralfe Miller, Margaret Bainbridge, Mel Nielsen, John R. Jacques, M.H. 
Stanley, C.R. Turner, Theron Nelson, William Zion, Stanford White, Jack Hageman, Lou Repetto, Jop Van 
Overveen, Vern Odegard, Jack Marchant, Donn Black, Charles Franklin, Chris Adams, John Kennedy, Clifford 
Feiler, James Lloyd, Boardman Moore, Robert Augenthaler, Percy Whitten, Barbara Bupp, Irene Graff, Ed Stokes, 
Robert Fisher, Ernie Marriner, Ken Clifford, Don Young, Irene Thomas, Ned Robinson, Alice Johnson, Hirsh 
Morton, Sue Cross, Tom Cleveland, Herb Joyce, Skid Thomas, Su Stauffer, Tom Courtright, Lynn Hiden, Avon 
Wilson, Bill Wakeman, Richard Holmes, Guy Atwood, Connie & Mike Collier, Judy Garvens, Anne Grodin, Ellen 
Peterson, Norma Evans, Robert Wood, Mary McCosker, Budd MacKenzie, Kathy Bowles, Ivor Samson, Gwen 

http://www.lafayettechamber.org/COY
https://lafayettechamber.org/coy


Watson, Judy Carney, Jeanne Ateljevich, Team Library, Karen Mulvaney, Gayle Uilkema, Greg Moeller, Toni 
McShane, Marechal Duncan, Tom Steuber, Dick & Robin Holt, Donovan Jenkins, Don Tatzin, Rick and Janet 
Cronk, William Fraser and Janet Thomas, Mike Anderson, John A. Coleman, and Ann Appert. 

 

About the Lafayette Chamber 

Founded in 1947, the Lafayette Chamber of Commerce is a volunteer-driven nonprofit dedicated to 
supporting business, education, and community life in Lafayette and neighboring areas. With more than 
790 members, the Chamber hosts major community events such as the Lafayette Art & Wine Festival, 
Rock the Plaza Concert Series, and the Lafayette Res Run for Education, Trick or Treat Street, and It’s a 
Wonderful Life in Lafayette Holiday Celebration. It remains the principal advocate for the business 
community, working to promote businesses in the City of Lafayette and encouraging new enterprises to 
locate here. Learn more at lafayettechamber.org. 

Special thanks to our Premier Members: Cobain Orthodontics, Diablo Foods, Douglah Designs, Dudum 
Real Estate, Mechanics Bank, Lewis Asset Management, Oakwood Athletic Club, Pacific Veterinary 
Emergency + Specialty Hospital, and ParkSmart, Inc. 

Media files can be provided by request, email holly@lafayettechamber.org. 

Contact: 
Holly Sonne 
Director of Operations, Lafayette Chamber of Commerce 
251 Lafayette Circle, Ste 150, Lafayette, CA 94549 
Phone: (925) 284-7404 
holly@lafayettechamber.org 
www.lafayettechamber.org 
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